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INHERIT — ONLINE DATABASE 
Statement by Minister for Heritage 

MR G.M. CASTRILLI (Bunbury — Minister for Heritage) [9.06 am]: I advise the chamber that it was my 
great pleasure to launch a new heritage online database at the State Theatre Centre on 23 July. InHerit was 
introduced and demonstrated at a seminar of real estate principals, conveyancers and key local and government 
stakeholders. InHerit combines local government heritage lists with state registered places, which are already 
available online, to make available to Western Australians details of more than 23 000 cultural heritage places. 
This is the first time that local government municipal inventories have been made available online with full 
descriptive information, mapping and images.  

The need for an online database was identified in a 2007 audit of all local governments, which revealed 
significant deficiencies in their recordkeeping practices for heritage listings. Most local heritage listing 
information remained in book form in various locations throughout the state. This information was badly 
underutilised because it was largely inaccessible and impossible to keep updated as changes occurred. This 
highlighted the need for an online presence for local listings. This was also echoed by the real estate industry, 
which indicated that online access to heritage listings was important to real estate agents, who typically work on 
weekends and evenings. It was also felt that a combined online database would help homeowners and buyers 
understand the different heritage listings.  
InHerit provides accurate and accessible information on state and local heritage listings, reducing the runaround 
experienced by property buyers, sellers and agents. Users of the site will be able to search the database and learn 
about all the heritage listings relevant to a particular place, as well as pinpoint its exact location through street 
view and aerial maps. InHerit was built by the State Heritage Office and is maintained and updated in 
collaboration with local governments. It supports integration with local government mapping systems and 
features security and administration functions to protect data, so that information always remains consistent and 
accurate. InHerit allows each local government to make online changes to its own heritage listings, ensuring that 
the information in the database is current. Information on all places in the state register and local register 
inventories is now available. Images, mapping and full descriptions accompany 80 local heritage listings on the 
website, with the remaining 59 to be uploaded within 12 months. I am pleased to inform the chamber that inHerit 
received a warm welcome from industry representatives and stakeholders.  
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